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vingian house. He received Augustine graciously, permitted him to preach, and presently professed himself a convert to the new doctrines. His subjects followed his example; Kent became Christian; and Christianity also took hold in East Anglia. A few years later Edwin of Northumbria was converted, and the Northumbrian Angles followed suit. The Celts in England and Ireland were already Christians, but the Celtic Church differed on sundry questions from the Church of Rome; and the Welsh bishops, invited to a conference with Augustine, stood their ground. Consequently the Celtic Church in Wales and the Latin Church in England were unreconciled, and their antagonism helped to keep Celts and Saxons apart when their common Christianity ought to have diminished hostility between Angle and Briton. Paganism held its own for some time in the Midlands, where its obstinate adherent, Penda, was consolidating the kingdom of Mercia; but it died with his death at the battle of Winwasd in 655, a date which carries us beyond the limits of the present chapter.